i3o         THE GERMAN SCHOOL SYSTEM
and achievements of great men still form the
centre of instruction, and political and social
events are treated, as far as possible, according
as they have been influenced by such men. The
treatment of the subject is realistic. The pupils
are encouraged to make observations in their own
vicinity and elsewhere when they go on school
excursions. Visits to museums, monuments, old
forts and old buildings all help to give a vivid form
to the events of the past.
The method of teaching history in the upper
classes has undergone a great change in recent
years. Formerly, the method followed was very
similar to that which is still pursued in many
Indian high schools today, i.e., the pupils depend-
ed for their knowledge of history on their text-
books and on the lectures and explanations given
by their teacher. But now the boys are required
to do most of the work by their own efforts. In
progressive schools, for each lesson the pupils
have to read beforehand a certain chapter in the
book recommended by the teacher and are even
asked occasionally, when the need arises, to con-
sult original sources suitable to their intellectual
development. They are also encouraged to read
biographies, books on travel and historical novels
and dramas. At school they spend the greater
part of the history hour in giving summaries and
explanations of what they have prepared before-
hand and in putting questions to one another
thereon. This method is based on the principle
of Arbeitsunterricht (activity instruction) and is